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CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 
UNDER 37 C.F.R.§1.10 



MAILING LABEL NO. ER450170652US 
DATE OF DEPOSIT: July 12. 2005 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "EXPRESS MAIL 
POST OFFICE TO ADDRESSEE" service under 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 on the date indicated above with postage prepaid 
and is addressed to: Mall Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313- 
1450. , 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies of the 
listed documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2) are enclosed for the convenience of the 
Examiner. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ L97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed to be 
an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) prior to the receipt of a 
first Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is believed to be timely 
filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1.97(b); and (b) prior to the mailing date of any of a final 
action, a notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the subject 
application, and each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in any communication fi:om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, and hence is believed to be timely filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1.97(c), 

A copy of the partial international search report conducted by the European Patent Office 
in PCT Application Ser. No. PCT/US2005/007426, which is based on the subject application, is 
also enclosed. 

No fees are believed to be due in coimection with the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement, however, should any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be 
deemed necessary for any reason relating to these materials, the Assistant Conmiissioner is 
hereby authorized to deduct said fees fi-om the deposit account of Keith B. WillheUn, Attomey at 
Law, Deposit Account No. 501,435/THUE:002. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in the present 

case. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I Keith B. Willhelm, Reg. No. 3 1 ,442 

Attorney at Law 
6266 Del Monte 
Houston, Texas 77057 
(713) 780-9246 
(832) 656-3853 
(832) 251-3853 (fax) 
kbw@willhelm.com 

Attorney for Applicants 
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Form PTO-1449 (modined) / 




Atty. Docket No. 
THUE:002 


Serial No. 
10/798,760 


List of Patents and PublicatioWpr Applicaoj^ 

Information Disclosure Statement 


Applicant 

Tliuesen, Marcus L., et al. 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Filing Date: 
March 11, 2004 


Group: 
3728 


U.S. Patent Documents 
See Page 1 


Foreign Patent Documents 
See Page 1 


Other Art 

See Page 1 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Clas 
s 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Date of 
App. 




A15 


6.199,698 


03-13-2001 


H. Hetrick et al. 


206 


532 


12-03-1999 




A16 















Foreign Patent Documents 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
Yes/No 




Bl 


0231882A2 


08-12-1987 


EP 






No 




B2 


03408 17A1 


11-08-1989 


EP 






N/A 




B3 


2,422,562 


11-09-1979 


FR 






No 




B4 


02-057564 


02-27-1990 


EP (Pat. Abst. of Japan) 






N/A 




B5 


02-057564 


02-27-1990 


JP 






No 




B6 


11-059772 


03-02-1999 


EP (Pat. Abst. of Japan) 






N/A 




87 


1 1-059772 


03-02-1999 


JP 






No 




88 


2002-145281 


05-22-2002 


EP (Pat. Abst. of Japan) 






N/A 




B9 


2002-145281 


05-22-2002 


JP 






No 




BIO 















Other Art (Including Author, Title, Date Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Exam. 


Ref. 


Citation 


init. 


Des. 






CI 





Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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